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history may be tempted to say, how much do we really know of these 
long periods, particularly of those which are so little documented? 

Nevertheless, if the over-skeptical student of documents be disposed 
to apply to Mr. Mathews the latter 's own saying — that the historian 
who enters into metaphysics "has gone to a far country from whose 
bourne he will never return a historian," he will readily concede the 
stimulating effect of this review of the past with outlook towards the 
future, and will greet it as a highly suggestive critique of those mate- 
rialistic philosophies of history which are no more historical, and which 
are certainly far less inspiring. 

St. Geokge L. Sioussat 

Purpose of history. By Frederick J. E. Woodbridge. (New York: 
Columbia university press, 1916. $1.00 net) 

The lectures comprised in this volume constitute an endeavor "to dis- 
cover in what sense the idea of purpose in history is appropriate." It is 
contended that history is pluralistic, having many practically discon- 
nected strands, so that there are in fact as many histories as there are in- 
terests. Historic evolution is presented in Bergsonian fashion as a con- 
tinuous creative process in which surviving elements are temporarily re- 
shaped, but in which there is no unity, direction, beginning, or goal 
except what may be arbitrarily assumed by the acceptance of some lim- 
ited point of view. Historic continuity is, however, emphasized, but the 
danger into which evolutionists fall of confusing continuity with causa- 
tion is clearly pointed out. And a degree of purpose, humanly speaking, 
is admitted in that man in the pursuit of spiritual ends may seek to 
round out to some fulfillment certain traditional tendencies. 

The book is an able presentation of the trend of philosophic thinking 
as applied to the interpretation of history. Its thesis is in contrast, 
however, with the later point of view of the social sciences, which looks 
with more favor on an interpretation of social evolution as a convergence 
toward "one far-off divine event" in the form of the eventual realization 
of social ideals. 

Foreign policy of Woodrow Wilson, 1913-1917. By Edgar E. Robinson, 
assistant professor of American history, Leland Stanford Junior 
university, and Victor J. West, assistant professor of political sci- 
ence, Leland Stanford Junior university. (New York: Macmillan 
company, 1917. 428 p. $2.25 net) 
The aim of the authors of this book has been to present a concise re- 
view of the development of President Wilson's foreign policy from his 
accession to the presidency in 1913 to the entrance of the United States 



